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Happy New Year to the entire Membership of Philadelphia Continental 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution First I would like to rec-
ognize David Mizell for the enthusiasm and leadership that he demon-
strated during the year of his Presidency.  
 
It is an honor to be installed as President of the Philadelphia Continental 
Chapter, an organization that was founded in 1901. At this point Philadel-
phia Continental Chapter has fifteen former Presidents still living. I would 
like to recognize your fine group of officers:  William H. Baker, Steven P. 
Kopsick, Larry A. Magdy, John M. Briggs, Michael W. Freeland, Fernando 
(Fred) Fonseca, Charles Kelsey Brown, Glenn J. Tyson, Mark D. Lanyon, 
James H. Willis and David M. Mizell (now the aide to the Chapter Presi-
dent).  Philadelphia Continental Chapter is the largest chapter in Pennsyl-

vania having approximately 478 members – the exact number seems to be changing almost every 
day. Ideally, I would like to be able to say that I have met or spoken to or at least had an email ex-
change with, all the members before my term of office is completed in early November 2021. But my 
hope is that I can speak with, meet or email with the majority of the membership. I estimate that I 
have spoken or met, at one time or another, about 80 to 85 of the current members.  
 
I would like to learn more about the questions you may have about the Philadelphia Continental 
Chapter, the SAR, what ideas you have, what more would you like to learn. Do you have some ide-
as for speakers at meetings or what types of events and projects might you want to attend and pur-
sue involvement?  I plan to start contacting by phone the members I do not recall speaking with in 
the past. I hope to contact at least five or more members a week - members who may not be “new” 
to the organization but whom are “new” to me. My phone numbers and email are included at the end 
of this article. Please feel free to contact me – you don’t need to wait until I call you. Many of you 
have been members of the Philadelphia Continental Chapter and SAR for some time. I am sure I 
could learn a lot from you. 
 
The pandemic which is now in its tenth month has reduced greatly the amount of direct contact we 
are able or allowed to have. Hopefully, as 2021 progresses, we will be able to have some direct con-
tact meetings or “get togethers”. Last October David Mizell coordinated a chapter meeting in Fen-

(Continued on page 2) 
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imore Woods Park in Radnor Township. I think Fenimore Woods is a relaxing, rustic, ideal spot to 
meet for a get together. Hopefully the weather and COVID19 conditions will allow us to meet both 
informally and formally at Fenimore Woods Park or other outdoor sites on various occasions  
 
The Philadelphia Continental Chapter has a very active and committed Color Guard which for many 
years was under the leadership of the dedicated Philip Anders, and since Phil ’s death in July 2020, 
under the enthusiastic leadership of Captain Fred Fonseca. It is hoped the chapter Color Guard be-
fore long can resume a large part of its annual activities.  
 
The Chapter Officers hope to host several events this coming year. We are having a guest speaker, 
Professor Sherri Burr at our “zoom” chapter meeting on Monday January 11 2021. Some traditional 
events such as Washington’s Birthday celebration in center city Philadelphia are still “up in the air” or 
may need to be modified somewhat.  We plan to host the annual Chapter Picnic with the roast pig 
sometime this coming summer. Traditionally it is held at Fenimore Woods Park in early June. 
 
The Patriot Graves Flag program will continue under the leadership of Joseph Stokes. The William-
son College of the Trades annual graduation program, in which the Philadelphia Continental Chapter 
participates, tentatively will be held in the spring rather than in early February. 
 
I wish you all the best for 2021. 
 
John F Mitchell, President          484-557-9270- cell phone            email  johnfmtc@aol.com 

COLOR GUARD CORNER 
This edition of Color Guard Corner is dedicated to  

Captain Phillip Monroe Anders 
 

The pandemic plundered the 2020 Color Guard Activities Cal-
endar. In 2019 we had a banner year with forty-two events. In 
2020 we had only five. 
In December, at the invite of our Chancellor, the Color Guard 
was afforded the opportunity to stand at the reinterment of his 
father, Donald Freeland, who was a SAR member and WW ll 
veteran. In November, the National Constitution Center invited 
us to present the Colors at a private wreath laying and flag rais-
ing ceremony on Veterans Day. Huzzah to Constitution Center 
officials for recognizing the importance of honoring our veter-
ans.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Steve Kopsick at the Freeland  

ceremony 

John Mitchell with some of the other 2021 

officers.  About 13 members attended the 

Installation Dinner on November 6 
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Fred Fonseca, Steve Kopsick, Mark Lanyon, Bill Baker, and Scott 

Wilson Assembled for Veterans Day 

Captain Phil 

In February, just weeks before the se-
verity of the virus from China became 
apparent, our Color Guard presented 
the Colors for the Washington’s Birth-
day wreath laying events at Washing-
ton Square and Independence Hall. 
Shortly thereafter, troopers reassem-
bled at City Tavern posting the colors 
to open our annual luncheon meeting.  
As we enjoyed the ambiance, sociality, 
and food, few could have imagined City 
Tavern would close and this would be 
our last meeting at the place where the 
real work of creating a constitutional 
republic happened.  
 
But the closing of City Tavern pales in 
comparison to the loss the Philadelphia 
Continental Chapter would soon en-
dure with the passing of its Color 
Guard Commander, Phil Anders.  
Over the years PCC color guard com-
manders have assembled a fine list of 
activities. CPT Phil looked continuously 
for opportunity to extend that list. In De-
cember 2019, he arranged for the first 
time, for the Color Guard to present the 
Colors at a Villanova women’s basket-
ball game. Due to COVID-19, most 
scheduled events on our calendar for 
2020 were cancelled and the Washing-
ton’s Birthday event was CPT Phil’s 
last Color Guard event.  
CPT Phil was a longtime member of 
the Color Guard serving as a trooper 
under Capt. James Sanborn and as 
sergeant under Capt. Jim Willis. When 
there was a vacancy for Color Guard 
Commander, Sergeant Phil stepped 
into the breech. His leadership qualities 
were soon evident by his attention to 
detail in preparation for Color Guard 
events, all aimed at making the troop-
ers look good and the Chapter proud.  
I am certain all Color Guard troopers 
agree that it was a pleasure serving 
with and under him.  
 
Fred Fonseca, Captain of the Guard  
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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New Members  4/7/20 to 1/4/21 

  

New Member Patriot 

    

New Member Patriot 

Michael  Addison Carver, Jr.  Richard Payne McRay  Bostick, Jr. Henry DeBerry 

Mark Andrew Burt John Van Ausdale Sherwin P. Bostick Henry DeBerry 

Richard  Charles Alton, III Azariah Taylor Nathan  Edward Shields  Robert Shields 

Francis Bernardi Alton  Azariah Taylor Joseph  Louis Mintzer Adam Mintzer 

Christopher  Hahn Snyder James Ogle Joseph  Louis Mintzer, Jr Adam Mintzer 

Spencer Charles Snyder James Ogle Edward Carl Mintzer II Adam Mintzer 

Roger  Edgar Saul William Coplin David  Joseph Hammer Henry Hammer 

Alexander McKenie  Saul William Coplin Steven  Michael Papi Francis Farley, Sr. 

Christopher  Bret Alexander, Sr. Michael Strasbach Michael Thomas Taylor Peter Ginther 

Christopher  Bret Alexander, Jr. Michael Strasbach Joseph  Brandon Donatucci John Cottrell 

Francis David Alexander Michael Strasbach Joseph  Thomas Donatucci John Cottrell 

James  Lawrence Walls George Heisler Jack  T. Swann Richard Bennett Mitchell 

Michael  Jared Sechrist John Missimer Mattew  Thomas Swann Richard Bennett Mitchell 

Robert Lincoln Whetstone Jacob Whetstone Timothy Daniel Swann Richard Bennett Mitchell 

Rexford  Rand Vernon, Jr. Daniel Rand Gerald William Scott James Dew 

James  David Vernon Daniel Rand Patrick Brady Raymond  Abraham Reedy 

Eric Scott Thorpe Stephen Buck Michael Dennis White Isreal White 

Vito  Anthony Cosmo, Jr.  John Tittermary    

Richard  William Davis, IV Richard Otis Junior Member Patriot 

Bernard  Ralph Hughes Jonathan Maxson Colin James Walls George Heisler 

Christopher  Michael Werner John Williamson Samuel Davidson Berry Nathaniel Berry 

Kurt  Christian Werner John Williamson Aiden Thomas Shields  Robert Shields 

David L. Jinks Peter Stahl Edward Carl Mintzer III Adam Mintzer 

Adam Thomas Berry Nathniel Berry Garrett Thomas Mintzer Adam Mintzer 

Lee  Charles Russell John Douglas     

Chapter Flagging Project 

Many of you are aware of the Chapter’s project of graves 

registration/flagging.  Some 1700 flags are placed in 187 

locations, i.e., church yards, public and private cemeteries, 

etc.  As you can imagine, it’s a labor-intensive activity. 

We are interested in recruiting some additional help/

assistance with the administration side of the project, some 

manpower to place flags in cemeteries in northern Chester 

County and in Philadelphia County.  It would be an inter-

esting experience with access to some interesting loca-

tions. 

If you would have an interest in helping or need more infor-
mation, call Joe Stokes at (610) 696-0803 any evening af-

ter 7:30 PM. 
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PCC History 1988-89 
 

The Annual Meeting and Installation of Officers was held at St Davids Inn  on Monday November 7 th 
with 84 members and guests present. Dinner was preceded with a reception at 6:30 PM. Following 
dinner, Secretary Dorwart presented the slate of new officers: President Col Bengt T Hyberg, 1st VP 
LTC James M Anders, 2nd VP Leon Solis-Cohen, Secretary William G Dorwart, Treasurer Richard R 
DiStefano. Line officers were installed by State President Marshall E Lignian II and President Hy-
berg was installed by Past President General Warren G Hayes, Jr.  President Hyberg gave a short 
acceptance speech after which awards were given to several members including Jim Anders, Herb 
Zearfoss, and Herb Armstrong. 

38 members attended the Dec 5th noon luncheon meeting at the Engineers Club, called to order by 
President Hyberg.. A Heroism Medal and Certificate were presented by President Hyberg to John 
McKelvey, Jr., age 21 who saved the lives of 5 members of a family as their boat overturned while 
launching It in the Delaware River May 15th.Four members of John’s family attended the presenta-
tion. Also, of interest, Flag Chair Herb Armstrong and Harold Wood presented the SAR Certificate 
for Exemplary Patriotism to C Blair Ives, Jr, president of the Ives Company of King of Prussia for the 
proper and prominent display of the American Flag. The projected budget for 1988-89 is $6800. 

At the noon luncheon meeting January 9th, 1989, at the Engineers Club the guest speaker was Unit-
ed States Assistant Attorney General Richard B Abell, a member of our Chapter. He spoke on the” 
Handling of criminals in this country”. The February 6th luncheon meeting was attended by 26 mem-
bers and 3 guests. The speaker was Mr. Donald Stokes, a Marine Archeologist, whose subject was 
“Sunken navy vessels of the Revolutionary period near Bordentown”, NJ. The Washington Birthday 
Celebration was observed on February 18th at the Engineers Club with the usual bus ride to Inde-
pendence Hall for a wreath setting, then over to the Unknown Rev War soldiers tomb for that wreath 
setting ceremony. The group returned to the Engineers Club for a social time, then lunch. Warren G 
Hayes, past President General NSSAR and past President PCC spoke on the lineage of George 
Washington to the satisfaction of all. 

The Annual Church Service will be held at Valley Forge Military Academy Sunday, April 23rd along 
with the Regimental Review of the Cadet Corps. Luncheon in Eisenhower Hall will follow. The Color 
Guard is planning to participate this year in the Annual Radnor Memorial Day Parade on 29 May, 
1989. The route of March is less than two miles.  Captain Armstrong reported that so far the re-
sponse for volunteers for the march is very poor. We may have to withdraw due to lack of interest, 
which would adversely affect our status on the Main Line. At the Annual PASSAR meeting in 
Greensburg, PA Bill Dorwart was named Mr. SAR for year 1989. It is sad to report the passing of 
Past President of the chapter, Wylie G Borum on May 24th, after a long illness. Allegiance Sunday 
was celebrated July 2nd at Wayne Presbyterian Church. I now find the Guard performed extremely 
well at the Radnor Parade and plans are being made to participate in the 1990 event. 

The luncheon meeting of Sept 11th was held at the Engineers Club with 37 members present, pre-
ceded by the Board of Management meeting. The Stouffer Valley Forge Hotel was the locale of the 
SAR-DAR Constitution Week Celebration on September 23rd.  At the luncheon meeting October 2nd, 
President Hyberg read the Nominating Committee proposed slate of officers for 1989-90. The Annu-
al Meeting was held November 8th at the Bala Golf Club and was a black-tie affair. The University 
Glee Club presented 40 minutes of wonderful entertainment. Former President General Warren G 
Hayes Installed the new officers for 1989-1990.These are LTC James M Anders, President-Leon 
Solis-Cohen, Jr, 1st VP-LTC Herbert T Armstrong, 2nd VP- William G Dorwart, Sec-Richard R DiSte-
fano.  President Anders, following his acceptance speech, presented Past President Hyberg with his 
ribbon and Past Presidents pin. 

 

Jim Willis, Historian of the Chapter                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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PHILADELPHIA CONTINENTAL CHAPTER 2021 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
 

Office Name Phone E-Mail 

President John F. Mitchell III 610-630-1575 johnfmtc@aol.com 

1st Vice President William H. Baker 248-701-5267 wbaklava@aol.com 

2nd Vice President Steven P. Kopsick 267-242-4219 skopsick@hotmail.com 

Secretary Larry Magdy 610-789-0803 lmagdy@verizon.net 

Treasurer John M. Briggs 610-649-0866 435jmb@comcast.net 

Asst. Treasurer Bill Baker 248-701-5267 wbaklava@aol.com 

Genealogist C. Kelsey Brown 215-659-1686 whtwav2@aol.com 

Registrar John F. Mitchell III 610-630-1575 johnfmtc@aol.com 

Chancellor Michael W. Freeland Esq. 610-649-0707 Freelanm41@comcast.net 

Chaplain Glenn Tyson 215-342-2637 chrisnty@gmail.com 

Historian James H. Willis 484-266-0026 olddoglw@gmail.com 

Captain of the Guard Fred  Fonseca III 610-547-7660 fredfons@msn.com 

Sgt.at Arms TBD   

Aide to the President Dave Mizell 610-246-1514 Davemizell@gmail.com 

        

Committee Chairs    

Americanism Gregory J. Shively 609-385-7630 Greg.shively@comcast.net 

Brochure Glenn Tyson 215-342-2637 chrisnty@gmail.com 

BSA Eagle Scout Mark E Burt 610-467-0925 Burt1230@hotmail.com 

CAR/DAR Lanny R. Patten 610-520-9577 pattenlr@gmail.com 

Chapter Activities Francis A. O’Donnell 610-356-7770 O’donnell.frank9@gmail.com 
Flag Certificate James Hall 610-906-2435 James.hall@msn.com 

Graves Joseph R. Stokes Jr. 610-431-4751 n/a 

Greenspan COL. Vance Carter Broach 610-687-3031 Broach @udel.edu 

Knight Essay Fernando(Fred) Fonseca II 610-547-7660 fredfons@msn.com 

Membership Joseph R. Stokes Jr. 610-431-4751 n/a 

Military Affairs BG Richard D. Merion 610-692-1760 rmerion@verizon.net 

Newsletter L. Carl Fletcher 610-430-0755 cfletch514@yahoo.com 

Poster Contest George M. Clarke 610-687-8111 george.m.clarke@verizon.net 

Programs Francis A. O'Donnell Jr. 610-356-7770 odonnell.frank9@gmail.com 

ROTC/JROTC Dennis Bostick 484-432-0761 kaba10@comcast.net 

Student/Teacher Fred Fonseca 610-547-7660 Fredfons@msn.com 

Webmaster William H. Baker 248-701-5267 wbaklava@aol.com 

        

BOM Class 2021 BOM Class 2022 BOM Class 2023  

George M. Clarke Francis A. O'Donnell Jr. Dave Mizell  

William H. Baker Larry A Magdy Mark Burt  

James F. Hall V. Carter Broach Kelsey Brown  

Glenn J. Tyson Dennis W. Bostick Jeffrey Smith  
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COLOR GUARD CORNER 
This edition of Color Guard Corner is dedicated to  

Captain Phillip Monroe Anders 
 

The pandemic plundered the 2020 Color Guard Activities Calendar. In 2019 we had a banner year 
with forty-two events. In 2020 we had only five. 
In December, at the invite of our Chancellor, the color guard was afforded the opportunity to stand at 
the reinterment of his father, Donald Freeland, who was a SAR member and WW ll veteran. In No-
vember, the National Constitution Center invited us to present the Colors at a private wreath laying 
and flag raising ceremony on Veterans Day. Huzzah to Constitution Center officials for recognizing 
the importance of honoring our veterans.  
 
In February, just weeks before the severity of the virus from China became apparent, our Color 
Guard presented the Colors for the Washington’s Birthday wreath laying events at Washington 
Square and Independence Hall. Shortly thereafter, troopers reassembled at City Tavern posting the 
colors to open our annual luncheon meeting.  As we enjoyed the ambiance, sociality, and food, few 
could have imagined City Tavern would close and this would be our last meeting at the place where 
the real work of creating a constitutional republic happened.  
 
But the closing of City Tavern pales in comparison to the loss the Philadelphia Continental Chapter 
would soon endure with the passing of its Color Guard Commander, Phil Anders.  
Over the years PCC color guard commanders have assembled a fine list of activities. CPT Phil 
looked continuously for opportunity to extend that list. In December 2019, he arranged for the first 
time, for the Color Guard to present the Colors at a Villanova women’s basketball game. Due to 
COVID-19, most scheduled events on our calendar for 2020 were cancelled and the Washington ’s 
Birthday event was CPT Phil’s last Color Guard event.  
CPT Phil was a longtime member of the Color Guard serving as a trooper under Capt. James 
Sanborn and as sergeant under Capt. Jim Willis. When there was a vacancy for Color Guard Com-
mander, Sergeant Phil stepped into the breech. His leadership qualities were soon evident by his 
attention to detail in preparation for color guard events, all aimed at making the troopers look good 
and the Chapter proud.  
I am certain all Color Guard troopers agree that it was a pleasure serving with and under him.  
 
Fred Fonseca, Captain of the Guard  
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Pennsylvania Society Sons of the American Revolution 
Winter Board of Management Meeting 

February 5&6, 2021 
Hosted by the Philadelphia Continental Chapter 

the Alloy King of Prussia - a DoubleTree by Hilton 
301 West Dekalb Pike, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

 
Friday, February 5, 2021 
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM Registration 
5:00 PM – 7:00 PM Dinner on your own 
 
Saturday, February 6, 2021 
8:00AM – 9:00 AM Registration 
9:00 AM – 12:00 AM Board of Management Meeting 
10:00 AM – 12:00 AM Ladies Program 
Noon – 2:00 PM Luncheon 
 

the Alloy King of Prussia - a DoubleTree by Hilton 
301 West Dekalb Pike, King of Prussia, PA 19406 

Toll Free (800) TRY-VFPA (879-8372)           (610) 337-1200             fax (610) 337-1959 
Room rates: $104.00 + tax 

When making reservation please mention you are attending the Sons of American Revolution meet-
ing to receive our special rate.  Room check in is at 3:00 PM; Checkout is Noon. 

 
Deadline for room reservations is January 15, 2021 

 

 

Name:______________________ Chapter:__________________Office:__________________  
  
Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
  
Phone:____________________  Email____________________________________________: 
  
Guest names:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Make checks payable to: “Philadelphia Continental SAR” Mail to: William H Baker 
                                                                                                        929 Burmont Road 
                                                                                                        Drexel Hill, PA 19026-4012 
Mobile Phone: (248) 701-5267 – email: wbaklava@aol.com 

Registration (Compatriots only) $25.00    

Ladies Program $15.00    

Saturday Lunch selection:     

                          [     ]  Roasted Atlantic Salmon at $40.00 each    

                          [     ]  Grilled Chicken Marsala at $40.00 each    

                          [     ]  Rigatoni Broccolini at $40.00 each    

  TOTAL    

The PASSAR Quarterly meeting of 5-6 February will be hosted by PCC at  

the Alloy King of Prussia - a Double Tree by Hilton. 

Please plan to attend and support this important event 

mailto:wbaklava@aol.com

